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Chairperson’s Report 
 

Our Board of Trustees is compiled of a special blend of talents.  By having the experienced 
members along with the newly appointed members with fresh ideas, our Board has the best 
of both worlds.  Thanks to everyone for participating.  I have always felt that this board of 
directors is a very good working group and the meetings are both enjoyable and productive.  
I appreciate the efforts put forth by all branches to obtain extra finances for their libraries.  
Some new and informative projects have been presented.   
 
The new technology grant will be a big help. Thanks to Eric Plaetinck, CAO of Glenboro, 
for assisting with the financial requirements. 
 
Thanks to all the staff for a job well done!  The staff is a vital part of the Library as you are 
providing the link to the public.  The Board appreciates your efforts on behalf of strong 
community library service. 
 
Let’s make 2009 even better! 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
William R. Shackel, Chairperson 

WMRL Board of Trustees 

 
 
 
 

                                                                                                            

                                                                                 ~Author Reading~ 

                                                                               
                                                                                                            Charles & Dale Brawn 

 
                                                                                                            “Every Stone a Story” 
                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                  June 12, 2008 

 
 
           

 
                      

 
Library Board of Trustees 

 
    William Shackel, Chairperson                 Bill Stilwell, Vice-Chairperson 
      Mayor, Village of Glenboro                                    Councillor, Town of Neepawa 
 
Don Jessiman, Councillor, City of Brandon  Joan Lawrence, City of Brandon 
Maureen Cobb, City of Brandon                    Barry Anderson, Councillor,Town of Carberry  
Linda Bailey, Town of Carberry                    Norman Campbell, Councillor,R.M. of North 
                                                                                                                                       Cypress                                 
Maureen Julseth, R.M. of North Cypress     Priscille Poirier, Town of Neepawa 
Don Hockin,Councillor,R.M. of Langford   Linda Davidson, R.M. of Langford 
Georgina Greenlay, Village of Glenboro     Leonard Plett Councillor,R.M. of South Cypress 
Shirley Rutherford,R.M. of South Cypress  Barbara Anne Lee, Councillor,Town of Hartney 
Carol Smith, Town of Hartney                     Ewen Mosby, Councillor, R.M. of Cameron 

Linda Phillips, R.M. of Cameron 
 

Kathy Thornborough, Chief Librarian                    Shelley Mortensen, Assistant Librarian 
 

Western Manitoba Regional Library – The Year 2008 In Summary 

 
The Board and Staff of the Western Manitoba Regional Library worked diligently all year 
long, seeking ways to develop and share resources in support of local needs and interests.  
The activities undertaken and partnerships made resulted in a very rewarding year for each 
branch library. 
 
Staff introduced reading to preschoolers, hosted library tours, gave presentations, welcomed 
visiting authors, displayed local artwork, assisted with internet searches, applied for grants, 
sent books to the home-bound, supervised exams, developed summer reading programs, 
supported book club meetings, contributed newspaper columns, organized garage sales, and 
much more - all to spread the news and benefits of community public libraries. 

 
The combined efforts during the year of trustees, local advisory committees, staff members 
and patrons supported strongly the value of a regional approach to community service.  
Special thanks must go to the local municipal councils of the WMRL System for their long-
serving willingness to work together as the political backbone so vital to successful regional 
library service.  The funding support received annually from the provincial government 
remained critical to our daily operations.  The financial gifts from community foundations, 
local interest groups and individual donors allowed for additional service enhancements that 
were much appreciated.  Of particular note this past year was funding support from the 
Thomas Sill Foundation (shelving), the PLS Multilingual Collections for Immigrant Sector 
(foreign language materials), the Canada Summer Jobs Program (employment funding), the 
Community Connections Program (connectivity costs) and numerous private donors 
(acquisitions). 
 
The Year’s Highlights 
 
Special funding provided through PLS began the development of language collections in 
Spanish, Chinese and Korean, delighting new immigrants to our communities.  The Brandon 
Branch also hosted monthly visits with clients of Westman Immigrant Services to promote 
services and collections especially for EAL users. 
  
News that the Rural Library Technology Sustainability Grant administered by PLS will be a 
permanent program for our Region was most gratefully received. 
 
Weekly story times for pre-schoolers and “Time for Twos” programming continued to be 
very popular and attracted new families to the Library with each new offering.  
  
Author readings were held in various branches, welcoming writers such as Dale & Charles 
Brawn, Bill Stilwell, Judy Kozar, Duncan Thornton, and the very dynamic Eric Walters, 
winner of the 2008 Manitoba Young Readers’ Choice Award.  
 
The introduction of wireless internet service in all branches was welcomed by patrons and 
grew more and more popular as the year went on. 
 
Additional staffing provided by funding from the Canada Summer Jobs program allowed all 
branches to offer busy summer reading program activities to just under 500 registered 
participants.  All of the umbrellas hanging from the ceiling in the Brandon Branch created 
the perfect picture for the theme of “Make a Splash – Read!”  
   
With funding from the Promise Years Parent Child Program, the Hartney Branch worked 
with community partners to develop a very interesting “Story Sacks” collection for the 
community.  Lots of work, but lots of fun too!  
  
Big comfy armchairs in the Carberry Branch created a wonderful reading nook that patrons 
have found to be a very appealing escape spot.  New children’s furniture and meeting room 
tables replaced well-worn items in the Neepawa Branch and added a fresh, clean 
appearance. 
 
Colin Goring continued to work his magic in handling our technology issues.  His patience 
 
and good humour have been such an asset to the Region over the years. 
 



Local media outlets have always been important community partners for the Library and we 
appreciated their support during the year for the various branch activities and events.  
  
The amount of resource sharing just among our own branches continued to climb, a major 
benefit of running system-wide circulation software.  There were 4,378 items sent out in 
response to patron requests, a 25% increase over 2007.  This was in addition to the 
thousands of items that are sent on regular monthly rotations from the Brandon Branch to 
support the smaller branch collections. 
 
Atmosphere was created throughout the Region with an “old hag” librarian in Glenboro for 
Halloween, wonderful art exhibits all year long in Carberry, wildly colourful summer 
reading displays in Brandon, a beehive of gatherings in Neepawa’s multi-purpose room, and 
a mannequin in full naval attire welcoming patrons to the Hartney Branch. 
 
Special Projects funding enabled the expansion of DVD collections to the Neepawa, 
Glenboro and Hartney Branches and for author visits for Carberry’s book club.  
 
Dawn Haines Shaw resigned as Neepawa Branch Supervisor and Liana Kaiser was 
welcomed to that position in April.  Helen Wotton moved into a full-time position in the 
Brandon Branch.  Shirley, Colleen, Jessica and Nancy joined the Region’s part-time staff. 

 
Circulation  
 
                                 Brandon   Carberry Neepawa     Glenboro    Hartney   TOTAL  
Adult Materials:   
  Print formats            104,595        14,167          17,957           6,992         5,012    148,723 
  Non-print formats      12,830          1,573               680              129            153      15,365 
Teen Materials:   
   Print formats               7,289             554               672              258            309        9,082 
   Non-print formats            58                 0                   1                  0                0             59 
Children’s Materials:   
   Print formats             53,847          6,848            7,470           3,256         1,176      72,597 
   Non-print formats       8,057          1,220               532              677            144      10,630 
Inter-Library Loans       1,572             431           259              356            286        2,904 
Total 2008                 188,248        24,793          27,571         11,668         7,080    259,360 

 

Membership 
                             
                                Brandon    Carberry     Neepawa    Glenboro    Hartney   TOTAL  
Adult                             9,075              727            1,154             555             336      11,847 
Children                        1,293              202               180             143               85        1,903 
Non-Resident                     96                  2                 38                 2                 4           142 
Total 2008                  10,464               931            1,372            700              425     13,892 

 
Holdings                                                                                                                              
                          
                                    Brandon    Carberry    Neepawa   Glenboro   Hartney   TOTAL  
Adult Books                  53,884           8,661         10,466          4,782       2,762      80,555 
Teen Books                       3,725              609              961             687            88        6,070 
Children’s Books            26,658           4,820           5,925          3,855          859      42,117 
Government Documents   2,900              414              319               20              0        3,653 
Magazines/Newspapers       179                63                59               26            58           385 
Talking/Audio Books          635                94                63                 8              8           808 
Videocassettes/DVDs       1,209              486              361             202            94        2,352 
Microforms                729              208                  0               48              0           985 
Uncatalogued Paperbacks   400              190              650             228           252       1,720 
Miscellaneous                    635              100              185               41             68       1,029 
Total 2008                      90,954         15,645         18,989          9,897       4,189    139,674 

WESTERN MANITOBA REGIONAL 
LIBRARY 

Statement of Revenue and Expenditures                                        
For The Year Ended 31 December 2008 

             
                                                                          
REVENUE                                                                          2008 
   
City of Brandon                                                   445,080 
Municipality of Cameron                                           5,081 
Municipality of Langford 6,844 
Municipality of North Cypress  16,493 
Municipality of South Cypress    7,242 
Town of Carberry     13,084 
Town of Hartney                                                        4,831 
Town of Neepawa           29,190  
Village of Glenboro                                                   6,019                                                                     
Province of Manitoba:  
     - Operating Grant                                                          436,050 
     - Collection Development Grant                           27,500                                                                  
     - Technology Grant  36,373 
Community Connections Grant 1,999 
Memberships and fines 36,694 
Interest   11,597 
Toy Lending Library 1,500 
Summer Career Placement 9,186  
Other Income  3,500 
Equipment Rental 100 
Amortization of Deferred Contributions 702 
Total                                                     $ 1,099,065 
 
 
 
 
                             

                                                                   
                     
“Make a Splash - Read”                                                          
   
 Summer Reading Program                                                                     
         
        Brandon Branch                                                                                           

 
         
   

 
EXPENDITURES                                                     2008              
                                              
Advertising  1,342 
Amortization  34,690 
Audio Visual  6,862 
Bank Charges  1,009 
Books   100,722 
Bookkeeping service 12,326 
Building maintenance 23,894 
Canada pension plan 19,493 
Collection development 27,500 
Computerization 30,863 
Convention and travel 6,254 
Employment insurance  11,115 
Equipment: Brandon  626 
       Carberry  368 
       Glenboro                                                441     
  Hartney  330 
       Neepawa  439 
Group life and pension  19,749 
Heat, light and power  5,664 
Insurance    2,310 
Legal and professional  4,760 
Postage    6,767 
Rent: Brandon  177,396 
 Carberry   4,907 
 Glenboro   3,713 
                Hartney   8,358 
 Neepawa   9,113 
Salaries   513,638 
Special Projects 4,170 
Stationery and supplies 27,707 
Sundry/Other  6,262 
Telephone  7,735 
Total                                                                   $ 1,080,523 
Meyers Norris Penny  
 
 

 


